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October 5, 2004

His Excellency Vladimir Putin
President of the Russian Federation
The Kremlin

Moscow, Russia

Dear Mr. President:

We call on you to do everything in your power to ensure that Russian authorities
aggressively investigate the murder of Paul Khlebnikov, editor of the Russian edition of Forbes
magazine, and bring those responsible for this crime to justice. An American journalist of
Russian descent, Khlebnikov was shot nine times by at least one assassin in a passing car as he
stepped outside his Moscow office. The most plausible motive appears to be Khlebnikov's
investigative journalism, which focused on the nexus of business, politics and crime. According
to the Committee to Protect Journalists, Mr. Khlebnikov is the 11th journalist killed in a
contract-style murder in Russia during the past four and a half years.

It is our understanding that Moscow police have announced the arrest of two suspects in
the case. In any event, we hope you agree that much more is at stake than determining who
killed Paul Khlebnikov. The fear and self-censorship generated by these killings benefit corrupt
officials and businessmen, as well as organized crime figures who seek to avoid public scrutiny.
A press crippled by fear cannot play the vital role in rooting out corruption and informing the
public. Corruption and crime remain significant obstacles to your aim of raising living standards
and securing a safe, free and comfortable future for the Russian people. Accountability is
essential if you are to make progress in pursuing reforms.

Mr. President, Paul Khlebnikov’s love of Russia motivated him to confront corruption in
hopes of contributing to a brighter future for the people of Russia. Ultimately, he paid the
highest price for his commitment and dedication. In the interest of justice and accountability, we
respectfully urge you to ensure an aggressive investigation into the murder of Paul Khlebnikov

and his colleagues whose killings remain unsolved.
ﬁ

BEN NIGHTH ISTOPHER H. SMITH, M.C.
Co-Chairman Chairman

CHRISTOPHER J. DODD, U.S.S. BENJAMIN L. CARDIN, M.C.
Ranking Member Ranking Member

Sincerely,
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SAM BROWNBZACK, U.S.S.
Commissioner

HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON, U.S.S.
Commissioner

AXBY CHAMBLISS, U.S.S.
Commission

OSEPH R. PITTS, M.C.

E ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, M.C.

Commissioner

RUSSELL D. FEINGOLD, U.S.S.
Commissioner
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lNocnoauny Brnagumupy Bragumuposuuy [Iytuny
[Npesunenty Poccuiickoit ®enepanuu

Kpemib, MockBa

Poccuiickas ®enepanus

Yeaxkaemslit ['ocionus [Ipe3unent!

Ms1 o6pamaemcs k Bam ¢ mpocs0oit caenats Bee ot Bac 3aBucsIiee Ajs TOro, 4Yro0bl
BIIACTH THIATENHHO PACCISNOBATH YOHHCTBO pellaKTopa pyCcCKOS3bIMHOTO U3aHUsI JKypHaJia
«Dopbey» [Tana XneOGHUKOBA M IPUBIEKIA BUHOBHBIX K CYI€0HON OTBETCTBEHHOCTH.
AMEpHKaHCKHUH XyPHATHCT pycckoro npoucxoxaenns I1. XmeOHukoB GbUT yOUT BeYepoM
9 HFOJIA 3TOTO rojia NPH BBIXOAE U3 CBOETO oduca B MockBe, Koraa, N0 MEHbLUICH Mepe, OIUH
yOwuiilia BRICTPEIIIII B HETO AEBATH Pa3 U3 MPOE3KABIIETO MAMO aBTOMOOHIIS. HpeL[CTaBJISICTCH
YTO €IMHCTBEHHBIM HMEIOLIMM CMBICI IIOBOIOM K YOHHCTBY OBLTH )KYPHAIHCTCKHE
paccienoBaHusa X1eOHUKOBA, MCCIETOBABIIHIE ITPOOJIEMBI Ha CTHIKE OM3HECA, MOJIMTUKH U
npectynHocTd. llo nanHemM KoMmuTtera 3amuTh )xypHaAITUCTOB, XJICOHUKOB ABJIseTcs 1 1-bIM
AKYPHAIIUCTOM, YOUTBIM «II0 3aKa3y» 3a MOCJIEAHUE YETIPE C MOJIOBUHOM roja.

Hawm crano u3BecTHO, 4T0 MOCKOBCKHIA YTOOBHBIM PO3BICK 00BABHII 00 apecTe ABYX
HOJ03peBacMbIX B 3TOM Aene. OnHako, Brl, HaBepHOE, COTNIaCHTEChH, YTO PEYb HAET HE TOIBKO O
HeOoOXOMMMOCTH BBIICHHUTH, KTO yOoui [1ana XneOuukosa. Crpax v caMOILIEH3ypa, BEI3BAHHbIE
3THMH yOMICTBaMH, Ha PyKY KOPPYMIIUPOBAHHEIM rOCYIAPCTBEHHBIM CIIYXAaIlUM U OU3HeC-
MEHaM, a TAKXK€ IBITAIOIIMUMCS U30erarb OOUIECTBEHHOTO BHUMAHHUS JIIOISIM, CBSI3aHHBIM C
OpraHu30BaHHO# npectynHocTeio. CMMU, paboTaromue noja cTpaxoM, He COCOOHBI CHIrPATh
CBOIO )KU3HEHHO BaXXKHYIO POJIb B pa300/1aueHHY ¥ HCKOPEHEHUH KOPPYIIHK U HHPOp-
MHPOBaHHH OOINECTBEHHOCTH. KOppymuus u mpecTynHOCT MO-MPeKHEMY IPEICTABISIOT
co00li cepbe3HbIE IPENATCTBU Bamum crpemMiieHusSM MOAHATH YPOBEHD JKH3HU POCCUICKOTO
HapoJa i 00eCIIEYHTh €ro 6e30macHbIM, CBOOOJHBIM B 0JaroyCTpOeHHBIM OyaymmM. J{is
YCIELIHOTO OCyIecTBIeHu Baineli nporpaMMsl pedopM, HE00X0IMMa OTBETCTBEHHOCTH IIEPE]
HapoJoM.

I'ocnoaun Ipe3unent, mo6oBk k Poccun moGyauna INasna XineGHrkoBa 60poTHCS ©
KOppPYILKEH B HAEK/e BHECTH CBO# BKJIaJ( B co3/1aHKe 6oliee CBETIOro OyAyIIero uis
poccuiickoro Hapoa. 3a CBOK CaMOOTBEPKEHHOCTD M NIPEAAHHOCTS JIeTy OH HOILTATHIC
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caMoli BBICOKO# I1eHOM. B mHTepecax crpaBeIUTMBOCTH H OTBETCTBEHHOCTH IIEPE HAPOJIOM, MBI
npocuM Bac mpoBecTH TImatensHOe pacciaenoBanue Aena [asna XneOHUKOBa U TEX €ro KOJLIET,
yOHifCTBa KOTOPBIX JI0 CHX IO OCTAIOTCSl HEPACKPHITHIMH.

C HAHUJITY4YIIIUMHA MOXCITaHUAMH,
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